
Manitowish Waters Historic Mysteries  



The Manitowish Waters Historic Mystery Project will reveal unsolved 
mysteries from all lakes connected to the chain through the Trout and 
Manitowish Rivers.  These mysteries continue to challenge those 
interested in documenting and clarifying the robust history of 
Manitowish Waters.   

 



Solving these mysteries will require additional research, collaboration, 
and reasoned conclusions based on our evidence.  We welcome all who 
are interested in solving these mysteries and documenting area history 
to join us as we grow the Manitowish Waters Historical Society. 

http://digital.library.okstate.edu/kappler/Vol2/Kindex.htm


Because Manitowish Waters has a well documented early history  
only three lakes will be explored in the second presentation 



The location of Wild Rice and Alder Lakes on this 1846 
map of the Manitowish Chain which is a mystery.  



This 1847 map 
from the Owen 
Expedition 
clearly illustrates 
Alder and Wild 
Rice Lakes. An 
extra lake is on 
the map and the 
Ojibwe name for 
Alder Lake was 
Walopeminis. 



Shortly after 
1880 the first 
government 
sponsored dam 
was created on 
Rest Lake  





The  Rest Lake Dam was the largest on the Flambeau 
watershed p.1222 

 



The Rest Lake dam was to be constructed on the outlet 
of Vance Lake in 1878 and then abruptly moved in 1880. 



This recently 
discovered map 
solves one of the 
historic 
mysteries, 
because in 1878 
the Army Corps 
of Engineers 
drew in red the 
new shore line of 
the 25 foot dam 
on Vance Lake.  
Would this dam 
have impacted 
your property?   



The 1879 House of Representatives 45th Congress 3rd Session Doc. No. 
54 also revealed the original water levels of each lake on the 
Manitowish chain which dramatically improves our understanding of 
how the lakes were impacted by the dam.  



Alder (Mud Lake #1)and Wild Rice (Mud Lake #2)  



Proposed 1879 Alder and 
Wild Rice Lake shoreline is 
outlined in red. The height 
of water from Rest Lake to:  
 
Manitowish Lake 3.5’ 
 
Alder Lake 5.1’ 
 
Wild Rice Lake 7.3’ 
 
Little Trout Lake 11’ 
 
Likely the channels had 
rapids between these lakes 



1862 original 
survey map of 
WildRice lake   



1862 original 
survey map of 
Island, Wilds rice 
and Ike Walton 
Lakes and a 
modern map 
with American 
Indian trails 

Lakeside view of 
the trailhead on 
Island Lake 



1937 Ariel 
photo of Wild 
Rice Lake 



1937 Farms 
near Wild Rice 
and Nelson 
Lakes 



Additional farms 
along the 
southern end of 
Alder Lake which 
was part of the 
Lavigne 
homestead. 



1862 original 
Survey map of 
Alder Lake 



1937 air photo 
of Alder Lake 



Loveless protected his timber leaving 
hundreds of virgin pines that became a 
signature of his property 



Loveless Virgin Forest Park and sawmill on Alder 
Lake 



Reported location of 
the Virgin Pines 
Pavilion/dance hall 



Loveless 
Virgin 
Forest Park 
Dance Hall 
or Pavilion 



Music and 
band area 
from the 
Virgin Forest 
Park Dance 
Hall or 
Pavilion  



Yellow arrow 
marks the 
water access 
and sawmill 
site, while the 
green arrow 
targets wagon 
landing and 
skidding trail 
for saw logs 



Modern view of the 
sawmill and log water 
access 

Drop in pine trees marks 
the landing and  log 
skidding for timber 
delivered by wagon 



Spinning 
blade of the 
Loveless 
Sawmill 
prior to the 
construction 
of the 
building 



Loveless Saw Mill 
on Alder Lake 



Loveless had a 
rail system to 
move both 
lumber and saw 
logs.  Note Alder 
Lake in the 
background. 



Loveless 
property on 
Alder Lake 
featuring the 
boat livery and 
a large pile of 
lumber waste  



Shoreline of 
Virgin Pines 
Resort and a 
1928  trophy 
musky 



Loveless’s business extended to Hwy 10 (51) with a 
tavern, gas station, store, hotel and zoo. This property is 
currently the Howling Dog 



Loveless 
had 
cottages on 
highway 
10, tent 
camping, 
and 
spectacular 
lake side 
cottages. 



• Lutheran girls camp was in operation during the 
1920’s and buildings were still visible in the 1940’s 



Lone remaining cabin from the 
Lutheran girls camp on Alder 
Lake. Can you decipher the camp 
name below from Cal’s journal? 



1862 original 
survey for 
Little Trout 
Lake 



Little Trout Lake 
aerial photo 
1937 



R. H. Southgate’s 
canal leading to his 
property on Little 
Trout Lake.  Marvin 
Hewitt  president of 
the Chicago 
Northwestern 
Railroad was a 
partner in the canal 
construction. 



Date 1900 

one time in the year of 1897 when i had charge of Mr Richards Southgate Residence and 
Mr Marvin Hughitte as Now Vice President of the Chicago North western Railroad well one 
time i Staid at Little trout Lak for a perid of time of 2 Soled Months all alone and Never 
Seen a Man or livin Sole…. Excerpt from Robert Loveless Journal 



Date: 1903 





Diorama of Southgate Property created by Steven Bartling 
under the supervision of his grandfather Cal La Porte 

 



Southgate canal and lock system 

 



Lake view of the Southgate property.  All of the property 
burned except the caretaker’s house in the early 1930’s Powell 
Marsh fires 



Images of the Alder to Little Trout Lake canal and locks 
in operation 



Beginning of the 
Southgate canal 
exiting Alder Lake 
with the lake 
clearly in the 
background.  
Note the 
fishermen on the 
boardwalk 
observing canoers 
using the canal. 



1970’s image of 
Southgate canal 
in Lac Du 
Flambeau 



1921 Camp Manitowish canoe journal using the canal to 
travel from Alder to White Sand Lakes 

 







Detailed 
1937 photos 
illustrating 
the entire 
canal system 



Sunny Cove was part of the Lavigne 
Homestead and housed guest who 
traveled on the canal. 



Remnants of the 
old boat house 
cited in the 
Camp 
Manitowish 
journal are 
visible at the 
start of the canal 
from Alder Lake  



Southgate’s launch on Alder Lake and the likely 
reason for the boat house at the end of the canal 



Southgate 
property 
and 
conclusion 
of the canal 
on Little 
Trout  



Canal from Little 
Trout to Big 
Crooked lakes.  To 
the east is the 
start of the canal 
from Big Crooked 
to Ike Walton 
Lakes 



Canal 
from Big 
Crooked 
to Sunfish 
lakes. 



Canal from Big Crooked to Ike Walton Lakes 



Canal from 
Sunfish to 
White Sand 
lakes 



Railroad drop off for Southgate and his guests to travel 
to his Little trout lake property.  



The Southgate canal is 
one of the more unique 
stories of early fishing 
camps using rail 
transport to access 
Manitowish Waters.  
Why use the canal 
system verses other 
means of transportation? 



Robert Loveless 1897 highlights the remote 

one time in the year of 1897 when i had charge of Mr Richards Southgate 
Residence and Mr Marvin Hughitte as Now Vice President of the Chicago North 
western Railroad well one time i Staid at Little trout Lak for a perid of time of 2 
Soled Months all alone and Never Seen a Man or livin Sole or talked to enyone i 
had a Dog with Me that Belonged to My Hughitte his Name was McKinley and i 
Did Play the violin By ear and when i Did want Some Musick i would Play a tune 
or 2 and when i would Start Playing the Dog would Stick his head high up in the 
air and Begin to howell and when he would Do this it Made Me think that i was a 
good violinest and i would Play all the harder So i got so that i youst to Say to the 
Dog Sing McKinly and he got So that he Knew what i Ment and then he would 
Begin howling again Mr Southgate and Mr Hughitte at this time tride to get 
Some one to Deliver a telegram to Me But they failed to find eny one that Knew 
where Little trout lade was the hole Country was Heavy timbered and there was 
No Roads only Portage trails and talk about fish there was Lots of them in ever 
Lake Lakes that was way Back in the Woods and Big high Bluffs all aroung them 
you would wonder how they got in there and no out Let Nor in Let i tell you 
Some Country of Corse where ever you went you had to Pack a Birch Bark Canoe 
and your Bed and Something to eat 



Thank you and 
safe travels home. 
Be thankful you 
do not have to 
take the Little 
Trout to Alder 
Lake trail with “…a 
Birch Bark Canoe 
and your Bed and 
Something to 
eat…” 
 



1880 House of Representatives 46th Congress  Ex Doc. 
No. 39 

On the Manatouish River, at the outlet of Rest Lake. Proposed  
dam 15 feet in height and 250 feet in length. 
 
 
 
 
Why did the dam site change in 1 year, when few in the area had  
any political influence and information traveled slowly?  
 



Yellow arrow illustrates the 25’ reservoir capacity 
Red arrow illustrates the 15’ flowage line 





15 feet was the goal of 
the flowage line 
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